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Executive Summary
The  platform  for  the  user  community  has  been  initiated  January  2011.  It  provides 
information about environmental models in the Web in general, and is meant to serve as 
discussion  forum for  research  projects  focussing  on  environmental  infrastructures  and 
platforms (envip). This report presents a brief discussion of the envip platform. 

1. Platform for the user community
The platform for the user community is planned to be a central point for dissemination 
activities concerning ENVISION. On the one hand the platform should serve as a main 
entry point for developers who are interested in the activities of the ENVISION project. On 
the  other  hand,  it  shall  foster  the  collaboration  within  the  different  communities  (see 
Section 2.1 in Deliverable 7.2) and related projects.

Beginning with a general introduction to Environmental Information Systems and Services 
Infrastructures and Platforms as well as background information, the platform shall give an 
overview of the used open source products, involved standardization organizations and 
projects.  Activities,  such  as  workshops,  scientific  publications  or  conferences of  the 
communities will be aggregated in the platform.

Figure  1 - Screenshot of the platform for the User Community



Besides that, one main focus is on the supply of documentation and trainings material of 
the two show cases in the Envision project, landslide risk and oil spill decision support. For 
each case study it  is  necessary  to  present  the  processing  services,  data  and sensor 
services as well as the service chaining scenarios, their execution, adaption, visualization 
and finally the application. The community portal shall support the different levels of actors 
(especially the provider and consumer community, see Section 2.1) in the Envision portal,  
e.g.  the  workflow designer,  who  finds  and  selects  the  adequate  processing  and  data 
service, the website designer, who designs a website dedicated to the modeling workflow 
and finally the end-users of the scenario website.  

The user community platform will be hosted by the 52°North Initiative and implemented in 
an open source content management platform, Drupal (http://drupal.org/). The 52°North 
Initiative  aggregates  several  communities  from  research,  industry  and  public 
administration  and  gives  a  good  starting  point  for  building  up  the  community  for 
Environmental Information Systems and Services Infrastructures and Platforms. Through a 
further link to existing social networks, the access to the user community platform will be 
facilitated.  The linkage  between  the  community  platform and social  networks  such  as 
LinkedIn and Facebook will enable an easy access through existing accounts for the users 
as well as the possibility of communications and decreases the barrier for the first use of 
the platform. In Table 1  the general required features and their realization in Drupal is 
given.

Table 1  - Required Features of the User Community Platform and realization in Drupal

Feature Description Realization

Wiki- Content The content in the community platform 
will mainly be provided as Wiki content, 
accessible and editable for registered 
users.

Wiki for Drupal

Planet Envip 
(Blog)

Aggregate different Blogs from related 
projects and communities.

Blog Aggregator Module in Drupal

Link to social 
networks

(e.g. Facebook, 
LinkedIn)

Through the link and integration of 
social networks in the community 
platform, users are able to access the 
platform using the existing accounts. 

Facebook Integration for Drupal

LinkedIn Integration

Resource Area 
(Data sources)

Providing upload and download area for 
information and trainings material

Upload Module

Event/ Calendar Integration of events relevant in the 
Envision context

Calendar /Event Modules

http://drupal.org/


Conclusion
This report presented a brief summary of the work performed on the platform for the user 
communities, which has been published in January 2010. It will  be gradually expanded 
throughout  the project,  and will  facilitate  the collaboration  within  the  research projects 
dealing  with  environmental  infrastructures  and  platforms.  This  report  is  built  on  the 
deliverable 7.2. 
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